Gila Chapter
Back Country Horsemen of New Mexico | MINUTES

4/12/2006 6:00 AM | City Hall Annex, 2nd floor

Meeting called by Matt Rehani | Attendees

Type of meeting Monthly business meeting | Cindi deCapiteau, Dixie Dexter, Doug Dexter, Vicki
Dowd, Dave Imler, Nancy Imler, Rawlings Lemon,
Jessica Swap Massengill (guest speaker), Matt Rehani,
Cheryl Roth, Donna Tillmann

Note taker Cindi deCapiteau

AGENDA TOPICS

Call to order | Presenter Matt Rehani

Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. Matt noted that Gerry Engel and Melissa Green, who would normally have
much to say, are out on trail projects now.

Recognize guests and new members | Presenter Matt Rehani

Our guest speaker this evening is Jessica Swap Massengill of the Grant County Extension Office (affiliated with
New Mexico State University)

Additions or changes to agenda | Presenter Matt Rehani

None

Approval of minutes | Presenter Matt Rehani

There were no comments about the minutes from the March 2023 meeting.

Financial & membership report | Presenter Dave Imler

e Receipts $337.52

e Expenses $4573.29

e Current balances Checking $38,848.52 Savings $30,117.00
e Current members total 56

Agenda topic Education Segment | Presenter Cheryl Roth/Jessica Swapp Massengill

Jessica Swap Massengill is an agent of the Grant County Extension Office. She delivered information concerning
plants in Grant County that are toxic to livestock and particularly to horses. See her presentation and links to
details about the toxic plants discussed beginning on page 3.

State meeting Recap | Presenter Cheryl Roth

The state BCHA is beginning to plan for the 2023 Rendezvous, which they expect to be held in August. The
members present at the recent BCHA meeting were complimentary about the Rendezvous GBCH hosted a couple
of years ago. A recap of the meeting appears on page 19.



Highway Cleanup | Presenter Matt Rehani

Matt will set up and communicate about plans for a highway litter cleanup project within the next couple of weeks.
GBCH is responsible for a mile of Highway 180 west of town between mile markers 108 and 109. Parking at the fire
station at US180 and Truck Bypass Road. The activity doesn’t take long and often features interesting trash, as well
as exercise and giggles for the members who participate. Watch for more information.

Summer Picnic | Presenter Matt Rehani

We're gonna have a picnic, but we haven’t decided on the details.

Trail Days 2023 — Continental Divide Trail and Gila Earth Day Celebration

Trail Days is an annual event that focuses on activities, equipment, and important information about the
Continental Divide Trail. GBCH will have a booth at the event. GBCH will conduct its customary cookie cutting
and branding, using tools recently acquired by the chapter —a propane device to heat up the branding irons
quickly and a new GBCH branding iron to join the collection of the USFS and CDT irons.

Take this opportunity to show off your skills with one end of a crosscut saw.
Contact Doug Dexter or Gerry Engel for details about cookie cutting and branding.
Since Earth Day 2023 occurs on April 22 at the same time as Trail Days, the two events have been combined.

The event occurs on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, April 21-23. GBCH will host a booth in Gough Park on
Saturday, April 22, beginning at 7:30 a.m. We need volunteers for setup, interaction with the public, and takedown.

See https://continentaldividetrail.org/trail-days/ for more information.

Volunteer for a 2-hour shift. Contact Doug Dexter or Matt Rehani ~ All members ASAP!

Give Grandly | Presenter Doug Dexter

Give Grandly is an annual fundraising effort to support non-profit organizations in Grant County. The event
occurs in early May and has both online and in-person activities. GBCH will host a booth at the in-person event on
Saturday, May 6, from 7:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. GBCH will conduct its customary cookie cutting and branding,
using tools recently acquired by the chapter —a propane device to heat up the branding irons quickly and a new
GBCH branding iron to join the collection of the USFS and CDT irons. Take this opportunity to show off your skills
with one end of a crosscut saw.

Contact Doug Dexter or Gerry Engel for details about cookie cutting and branding.

We need volunteers for setup, interaction with the public, and takedown. This event raises significant amounts of
money for the Gila BCH chapter and is an excellent and entertaining activity. Give a couple of hours of your time
to volunteer for a two-hour shift.

Volunteer for a 2-hour shift. Contact Doug Dexter or Matt Rehani ~ All members ASAP!

Announcements |

Next Meeting: Wednesday, May 10, Grant County Extension Office, 2610 N Silver St, Silver City


https://continentaldividetrail.org/trail-days/













Yellow Star-Thistle

Yellow star-thistle is found in
certain areas of New Mexico. It is
an annual weed with multiple
branching stems that yield
characteristic star-like yellow
flowers protected by long, spiny
bracts.It also grows to a heightof
approximately 3 ft.

Toxic Principles

The toxic effects of Russian knapweed
and yellow star-thistle are cumulative,
meaning that poisoning normally
results when levels of the toxin build-
up in the body over time due to horses
routinely grazing these plants.

It has beensuggested that a horse must
consume 60% of its body weight in
green Russian knapweed plant material
before toxicity symptoms appear.

For yellow star-thistle, toxicity
symptoms may arise after horseshave
ingested 85 to 100% of their body
weight in green plant material.

Once these thresholds are reached.

disease symptoms have arapid onset.
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Oleander

The oleander plantis anative plant
of the Mediterranean region and
tropical Asia. It is now widely
planted as a drought-tolerant
ornamental in the southern
United States and Mexico.

Oleander canbe managed to grow
as a single or multi-branched
evergreen tree or shrub, reaching
heights of 10 to 18 feet with a
spread of 10 to 15 feet.

Toxic Principles

Oleander contains cardiotoxic
compounds thathavebeenknownto
poison animals, including humans,
dogs, cats, horses, cattle, sheep,
goats, llamas, and birds. The
primary toxic agent, oleandrin,
causes heart arrhythmias that lead
to cardiac arrest and death.

In horses, aslittle as1 ounce of green
leaves canbe lethal.

While horses rarely eat green
oleander leaves since they are
unpalatable, there is the potential for
dried leaves to accumulatein pasture
areas with tall grass or end up in the
horse's daily hay ration where they
may then be ingested.
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Symptoms

* Horses thatconsume alethal dose of oleander leaves
are often found dead 8 to 10 hours later, and symptoms
of poisoning rarely last more than 24 hours before
death occurs.

Clinical symptoms Include colic, diarrhea, labored
breathing, muscle tremors, ataxia, and the inability to
stand.

Furthermore, anirregular and weak pulse, due to the
decreased cardiac output, willlead to cold
extremities, and convulsions prior to death are not
uncommon.

If you suspect that yourhor5e maybe suffering from
these symptoms of oleander poisoning, it is
extremely important to contact your veterinarian
immediately.

While there is no specific treatment for counteracting
the effects of the toxic principles, animals that have
not consumed a lethal dose may be treated with a
guarded prognosis for recovery over the next several
days.

15

Locoweed

* Locoweed hasbeenreported to be
the most widespread poisonous
plant problem in the Western
United States.

* Locoweed is also referred to as
milkvetch.

¢ There are over 300 species of these
plants found across the United
States

16
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Toxic
Principles

Swainsonine, an indolizidine
alkaloid, is the toxic principle
responsible for the pathological
changes in body tissues thatlead to
the disease known as locoism.

All parts of the toxic plants (seeds,
flowers, foliage, and even pollen)
contain some level of swainsonine,
and it has been reported that dried
plant stems retain sufficient
swainsonine content to pose
serious health risks even after a
year or longer.

Pathology of
Localism

Once the animal is removed from
locoweed-infested forage, the
damage doneto brain and neural
tissues is permanent and
responsible for the abnormal
behavior, incoordination, and
impaired sensory perception.

There is no proven effective
treatment for locoism in horses,
and locoed horses have a very
poor prognosis for recovery.
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Management

Based upon the limited research
involving horses, it seems that horses are
more likely than cattle to seek out the
green vegetation provided by locoweed
when other forage sources are dormant
and less palatable.

Therefore, the only safe grazing
recommendation is to ensure that
"horse pastures" are free of locoweed.

Previous work at NMSU has identified
effective herbicide control strategies for
locoweed, and these recommendations
are available in Guide 8-823, Locoweed
Control: Aerial Application or Ground
Broadcast

Potential Poisoning of
Horses Consuming
Sorghum, Sudan grass,
and Sorghum-sudan grass
Hybrid Forages

* Sorghums are warm-season,
annual grasses--drought and
heat tolerant high yield
potential.

* The sorghums that are
predominantly used for
forage or feeding purposes:
forage sorghums, sudan
grasses, and sorghum-sudan
grass hybrids.

22
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Toxic Compounds

First Concern: Nitrate toxicity where
the plant accumulates highlevels of
nitrate. Once consumed, this
nitrate/nitrite by microorganisms
present in the rumen of ruminant
animals.

Since horses are non-ruminants, this
conversion does not occur until the
hindgut, and there are no known reports
of nitrate toxicity in horses consuming
sorghum, Sudan grass, or sorghum-
Sudan grass hybrid forages (Lewis, 1995).

However, ingestion of toxic nitrite by
horses can occur when nitrates in
forages or water have been converted to
nitrite by environmental microbes prior
to consumption (Gaskill, 2009).
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Toxic Compounds

Second Concern: release of free prussic acid
(hydrogen cyanide; HCN)in the plant
following periods of stress. In grazing
situations, the ingestion of plants containing
highlevelsof HCN dhurrin(cyanogenic glycoside
produced in many plants) leads to cyanide

poisoning.

Ruminants are more susceptible than horses
due to the microbial population in the rumen.

Still, horses arenot immune to the effects of
prussic acid. However, theyhave alower risk of
acute poisoning (Cope, 2014). It is commonly
thought that sudan grasses, and sorghum-
sudan grass hybrids, contain less dhurrin than
grain or forage sorghums; however, thereisno
concretedata to support this claim. Water stress
(i.e., drought) and application of nitrogen
fertilizer have been shown to increase dhurrin

levelsin sorghums.
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Toxic
Compounds

forages may develop sorghum
cystitis ataxia syndrome, a poorly
understood syndrome, which

causes nerve damage in all types of

horses and fetal birth defects in
pregnant mares (Gaskill, 2010).

* These two conditions may appear
as a result of chronic exposure to

low-levels of cyanide or cyanogenic

glucosides through grazing these
forages for a period of weeks to
months (Cope, 2014).

Third Concern: horses grazing these

25

Symptoms of
Poisoning in
Horses

= Early symptoms of nitrate/nitrite poisoning
include colic, frequent urination, and
diarrhea, followed by difficulty breathing,
increased heart rate, muscle tremors,
weakness and abnormal gait, seizures, blue
to brown discoloration of the gums, and
death (Waldridge, 2010; Thompson, 2015).

* Incases of acute cyanide poisoning, the
horse will generally show clinicat signs
within 15 minutes to a few hours, followed
by death within two hours of the onset of
these symptoms.

»  Characteristic symptoms include difficulty
breathing and rapid respiration, foaming at
the mouth, dilated pupils, ataxia
(incoordination of the limbs), muscle
tremors, and convulsions (Cope, 2014;
Knight, 1995).
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Links to details about poisonous plants from NMSU Cooperative Extension Service

Milkweed Poisoning of Horses
https://pubs.nmsu.edu/ b/B709/index.html

Russian Knapweed and Yellow Star Thistle Poisoning of Horses
https://pubs.nmsu.edu/ b/B710/index.html

Oleander Poisoning of Horses
https://pubs.nmsu.edu/ b/B712/index.html

Locoweed Poisoning of Horses
https://pubs.nmsu.edu/_b/B713/index.html
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April 13 NM State BOD Meeting 2023

Meeting was called to order by Dan Key, and the agenda was approved.
Treasurer reported we have $4824.25 in our checking account and $2088.62 in our savings account.

Fees for Zoom, and E, mail were discussed. We will contact Derek for clarification especially for our Go-
Daddy account and the expenses evolved.

Our yearly expenses are approximately $8353.00 and our income is $6413.00 leaving us about$1940.00 in the
red. We will discuss fundraising at our next meeting.

Sam will send out complete budget information.
Insurance bill has stayed to same for about 5 years. If a Chapter needs to get an insurance certificate
Please contact Sam as early as possible.

Approved sending John Bruch $150.00 for his Disco that will be used as a donation from NM for the raffle at
Nationals.

Budget was approved. Sam made motion Joan second..

Maresa reported on Public Lands, her full report is included: Lots of talk about e-bikes again. There is a
discussion to eliminate the tax on reimbursements over 0.14. There was a successful Hike the Hill where BCHA
joined with several other groups to lobby for our issues in WA. Maresa reminds us we need to be involved in
issues if we want to keep our trails open.

Discussion on reimbursement for travel expenses. Different Chapter are having different successes. Gila has
been successful in obtaining 0.65 and negotiates directly with the Forest service. Jemez and Pecos are waiting
for their volunteer agreements to see what happens with the Santa Fe FS. The Cibola has refused to pay even
$0.14 and Pecos is no longer doing trail work for them as a result.

Dan will take the raffle prize with him to Nationals. There was a motion made and approved to add Vickie
Huelster as 2™ alternate for Nationals.

Discussion of Resolutions that will be voted on at Nationals:

One, changes to how we do membership, online, vote no.

e Two, Annual cost of living adjustment, vote no, must be discussed at national meeting.
e Three, Read 5 founding principals at Chapter meetings, vote no
e Four, Resolve that financial information be adequate, yes
¢ Five, Nominating committee shall choose the most talented productive members to elected positions,
vote no
Other:

e Sam has concerns about lack of receipt for zoom.

e Discussed talking to Micahlynn Kaza about doing our State Web Site as she has a lot of experience.
Motion made and approved to Have Dan look into that.

e Dan will check to see if he can find someone to write grants for state chapters.

e Rendezvous discussed: Possible Fort Stanton, Maresa will check into that, try for Mid August or mid
September.

e Mary Ann will check into Argentina Bonita

e Anna will check into Continental divide Radar Site

e Each Chapter will check on interest in a Rendezvous

APRIL 25TH ZOOM MEETING AT 7:00 to discuss rendezvous.
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Meeting adjourned at 1:30

Members present:
Joan Bacon, Gila Cheryl Roth Gila, Sam Prda 3 Rivers, Maresa Pryor-Luzar, Pecos, Mary Ann Ende Pecos,

Dick Rahal, Pecos, Johgbn Young North West , Anna Larson Zuni Dan Key bJemez and Hermits Peak,

Lorraine Farrell Jemez

Zuni Chapter reports they had mud, and snow and mud and rain and Imore mud and more snow.

Three Rivers reports no activity

NW Chapter Report

Quebradas Backcountry Byway - 7 riders began exploring the Byway, plan on going back

Picked up 3 trails to work in the Pecos, one for April/early May, one for June and one for July-exact

dates to be decided after we check out the weather

BLM agreement will be made to support the new Wilderness area near Cabezon NM

Cibola NF still hasn’t gotten our agreement together

Ride planning with no dates set: Quebradas, (before it gets too hot), Fort Stanton, Maybe Memorial
Weekend; Diablo Canyon early spring; Tapia Canyon, early spring, camp out at Ojito or San Lorenzo
Canyon, sometime early spring, trails day project June 3 rd to be determined; De-spooking clinic before

it gets too hot

Gila Chapter
Officers for 2023:

President Matt Rehani matt.rehani@gmail.com

Vice President Dixie Dexter dixazteca@gmail.com
Treasurer Dave Imler daveimler@gmail.com

Secretary Cindi DeCapiteau cdecapiteau@gmail.com

At Large Gerry Engel engelhill@comcast.net

Trail Co-ord Melissa Green groundworktrails@gmail.com
State Rep Cheryl Roth sturgisroths@gmail.com

State Rep Joan Bacon baconjoan@hotmail.com

Spring projects:

Signs Project: 9 signs made, 11 signs installed

Rain Creek Project: 1 day, 1.5 miles brushing

Railroad Project: 1 day, 3 miles, brushing, cairns and drains.

Whiterocks Project: 5 days, 4.5 miles, brushing, cairns, tread and logging

Total volunteer hours: 554

Deferred Maintenance: 11.25 miles

Routine Maintenance: 10 miles
Logs: 54

Cairns: 57

Blazes: 2

Drains: 18
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Upcoming projects:

e March 25: 1 day project out of Glenwood

e April 4-14: Lilley Mountain, Logging, brushing, trail marking and tread work, approx. 12 miles
northwest of the Cliftf Dwellings.

e Membership: 62

e Give Grandly, May 6th

e A community event to send money to your favorite Grant County Nonprofit. We will have a booth and
“cookie” branding.

e Grant County Trail Days, April 22: Celebrates Grant County being a gateway to the CDT. We will have
a booth there.

e Education Segment: AAA trailers discussed trailer maintenance, breakdown prevention and what
services their business provides at our March meeting.

e Sawyer certification class is planned but not scheduled

Membership Retention Coordinator: pending

Pecos Chapter

e Pecos Chapter was not able to negotiate a reimbursement agreement at this time with Ciobla, so those
projects are on hold. It is too bad as we have been clearing those trails for almost 30 years.

We had our annual Trailer clinic at the Kingsbury’s.

We have a crosscut class scheduled for May 6th.

We have had folks participating in first aid classes.

We have had 4 training rides canceled because of weather.

Pecos will be doing considerable pack support for Santa Fe Here is our current schedule, no work in
April or early May as that would be in the Manzano’s.

Training rides rescheduled April 8th and 16th.

May 25th to 29th Work in the Pecos, tread work and trail clearing, weekend in the Pecos.

June 9th in, June 11th out, Packing for VFO in Sandia’s (Richard)

June 17th in, June 25th out, pack support for Kevin Mora Flats, Pecos, Iron Gate

July 6th in, July 9th pack support for VFO Horsethief Meadow

July 12th in, July 19th out, Pack support for ACE Stewart Lake, Pecos

July 26th in, August 2 out Rito Azul, Pecos

August 10th in, August 13th out pack support for VFO Stewart Lake, Pecos

Public Lands Report — Maresa Pryor-Luzier

BCHA PLC had its regional meeting on the 13th of March and discussed about a new bill put in my Minnesota
Amy Kolvachar on making reimbursable monies not taxable as they are at this moment. Anything over the 0.14
cents is taxable.

The “Hike the Hill” was successful for BCHA in Washington DC in February. Randy, Darryl Wahl, and Mark
Himmel all went and found having more than one person was better and they teamed up with American Trails,
National Historic Trails, and others. They were able to talk with BLM, National Forest, and National Park
Directors.

Public Land Solutions has come out with their draft recommendation reports of the SW and Central Regions of
NM. Public Land Solutions is currently working with the New Mexico Outdoor Recreation Division on a
project called the NM Uplift Initiative, which will eventually become SCORP. Please read those reports.
Equestrians are not well-represented but they are willing to listen if changes need to be made. You would
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contact Claire Kendall, claire@publiclandsolutions.org or 505-795-0039 to give feedback or setup a meeting.
Other BCH regions were familiar with them since they have worked on SCORP projects in their states.

SBO the Land of Enchantment Legacy Fund has passed through all the committees and is now signed by the
gOVvernor.
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